1 First and foremost, the present author is neither an expert in the canonical law of the Church and its history, nor in the juridical matters of any specific church. His contribution has but the very limited scope of drawing some firm conclusions about the relation between the Bible and the canonical lawgiving of Jacob of Edessa. He approaches this problem as an expert in the comparative and applied science of religion. So, this article is but to be taken as a short note, additional to the contributions of H. Teule, R. Hoyland, and B. Varghese in this book. The present author has benefited from some broader studies, including: K. Then, of course, two questions arise. The first question concerns the way in which and the extent to which Jacob may have used the Bible in his canonical lawgiving 3 and the liturgical prescriptions this may have caused. The second question is whether the Bible in some way may have influenced his criticism on the moral conduct of the laymen and clergy of his day. To come straight to the point: I did not find any reference or allusion to the Bible in the canons of Jacob of Edessa that could be taken as an obvious citation. 4 The number of vague allusions to the Bible seems limited to some twenty. This result is surprising. The aim of this contribution is to explain my initial amazement and to make it plausible that the lack of any full citation of the Bible in Jacob's canonical lawgiving was a matter of shrewd religious policy and the individual attempt of a learned bishop who aimed at saving the identity and lifestyle of Orthodox Christianity in the cultural and religious processes of ingroup-outgroup mechanisms of a radically changing world.
Canons generally reflect the established decisions of the Church in matters of conflicting opinions or competing customs. 4 A passage has been taken as a citation if it consists of an extensive string of words and is identically found in the Bible, be it in the Peshitta or the Septuagint. Jacob's canons contain simple allusions to the following biblical passages: Lev. 2:13; 10: [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] [29] [30] [31] [32] [33] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] [29] 22:30; 2 Macc. 12:40; 18:7; Rom. 1:23, 28; ; 1 Cor. 5:12; 1 Tim. 4:4; Jas. 5:14; 1 Pet. 5:8. Besides these allusions the canons of Jacob contain three very short passages which are spelled out, two from the Old Testament (Isa. 32:6 and Hag. 2:18) and one from the New Testament (Matt. 17:21). Since these are not identical with the Peshitta or the Greek textual tradition, I would not like to qualify them as citations. They would bring the total number of allusions to twenty.
